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(54) Method and apparatus for well testing or servicing 

(57) A well (10) is tested or serviced, especially in 
early evaluation belore the borehole (1 2) is cased, using 
an outer tubing string (16) run into the well and having 
a packer (1 6) which is set in the open, uncased borehole 
(12) above the subsurface formation (14) of interest. An 
inflation passage is provided, preferably having an in- 
flation valve associated therewith which is operated by 
manipulation of the tubing string (16). A communication 
passage (32) communicates the interior of the outer tub- 
ing string (16) with the borehole (12) below the packer 
(18) An inner well tool (42) is run into the outer tubing 
string (16) and engaged therewith, whereupon it is 
placed in fluid communication with the subsurface for- 
mation (14) to either sample the formation or treat the 
formation. Preferably a circulating valve (38) is provided 
above the packer ( 1 8) to allow fluid circulation in the well 
annulus (39) during the testing procedure to prevent dif- 
ferential sticking of the outer tubing string (16). The inner 
well tool (42) may include an inner tubing string, prefer- 
ably coiled tubing, which may include annulus pressure 
responsive tester valves therein. 
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The Search Division considers that the present European palenl appiicaUon does not comply with the requirements 
of unity of invention and relates to several inventions nr groups of inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: 1,2 

Method of servicing a well comprising running an inflatable 
packer with a tubing string, closing the inflation passage 
by surface manipulation of said tubing string and running an 
inner well tool for opening communication with the formation. 



2. Claims: 3,4 

Method of servicing a well comprising running a straddle 
packer with a tubing string, setting said straddle packer 
and running an inner well tool for opening a circulation 
valve. 



3. Claims: 5-8 

Method and apparatus for testing a well comprising running a 
packer with a tubing string, setting said packer and running 
an inner tubing string for opening a communication passage 
with the formation. 



4. Claims: 9,10 

Method of treating a well comprising running a packer with a 
tubing string, setting said packer and running an injection 
tool for injecting a treatment fluid from said tool into the 
formation. 



The common technical features between independent method claims 1, 3, 5 
and 9, which comprise running packer means with a tubing string, setting 
said packer means and running an inner apparatus for opening a passage, 
are already known, see for instance document US-A-3327781 cited in the 
description and in the search report. 

Thus, the remaining potentially special technical features of independent 
method claims 1, 3, 5 and 9, as listed above, are different. 
Independent method claim 5 and independent apparatus claim 7 (third 
invention) have corresponding features. 

The general problem of treating or testing a well by running packer 
means, setting said packer means and running an inner apparatus has 
already been solved by the system according to document US-A-3327781. 
Therefore the remaining potentially special technical features of the 
four inventions cannot be considered as corresponding special technical 
features. Thus there exists lack of unity of invention. 



***** 




European Patent 
Office 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 
SHEET B 



BNSDOCID: <EP 069981 9A3. |_> 



4 



